Wer e:

A Waiting Room next to the
auditorium where auditions are
bei ng held for Team Superhero,
Anerica's favorite contest based,
reality tv, superhero show

When:

Tonorrow - just a slightly
different tonorrow than the one you
or I will experience.

Who:

Toneboy can create destructive
soundwaves mat ched to specific
objects. He is 17 and eager, hyper.
One m ght even say annoying - his
costune should be brightly col ored
and possibly a bit baggy, like his
not her had a hand in making it.

The Tyromancer wears bl ack, a
costune on the gothic side. In his
30s, he is on the cusp of | ooking
foolish and knows it. He is on the
chubby side and his costunme is a
bit too tight. However, there is a
determ nation to himthat burns
brightly and undeni able. He can
tell the future from cheese.

BrightStar carries herself with
poi se and confidence. Her costune
is tasteful, alluring and features
an expl oding star. She wears

sungl asses to keep the power of the
sun fromenerging fromher eyes.
She has a weak spot for nen who
need protection fromthensel ves,
but grows bored with such nen
easily. She is here against her
better judgnent and primarily
because her nother insisted.

Steel is atall, broad heavily
nmuscl ed man with short-cropped gray
hair and a steely look in his eyes.
Hi s quick tenper, sense of

ri ghteousness and inability to be
politic has cost himevery
superhero job he has ever held. H s
costune is highly formfitting, a
gun-nmetal gray with swatches of
primary col ors.



The Tyromancer, BrightStar & Steel
sit, unconfortably, in harsh

pl astic chairs. ToneBoy paces
around the room full of 17 year
old hyper energy and certainty. The
Tyromancer is reading an ol d,

| eat her covered tone that | ooks
bot h ancient and magically
powerful. There is a Jansport
backpack at his feet. BrightStar is
idly flipping through a physics
journal. STEEL stares, steely, at
not hi ng whil e worki ng one of those
coil spring handgrips to strengthen
your grip. Mizak plays. From

of f stage, conme occasi onal
expl osi ons, bangs, w nds, thunder,
clatter of metal, bullets bouncing,
and smal |l bursts of appl ause. A
conmandi ng and deep voi ce boons

t hrough the Muzak and announces:

VO CE (V.Q0)
Audition Team Green Prine, report to the auditorium G een
prinme to the auditoriumfor your audition.

The Miuzak resunes. All four

super heroes take a look at a slip
of paper, even though they know
they are Yell ow Ganma, they | ook
anyway on the off chance that the
ti ckets have changed desi gnation

TONEBOY
CGotta be soon, right, soon? |I nean they been through so many
teams | know there were lots of us trying out today |I nean of
course there are lots of us | nean who, what kind of
superhero would you be if you didn't conme and audition for
this, right?

STEEL
Enpl oyed.

BRI GHTSTAR
Good one.

STEEL
Thanks.

TONEBOY

Ch but come on guys .

BrightStar turns her head toward
ToneBoy and cl ears her throat.



TONEBOY ( Conti nued)
| mean, guys and girls. | nean . . . oh just come on this is
Team Super hero the nunber one rated reality contest tv show
for superheroes. W win this and we get our own SuperBase,
first crack at all natural enmergencies in the northern
hem sphere and we are backup to the JLA the new one, what
was it, the Supeheroes Association of Mutantdom SAM and the
freakin' X-Men in case of planet-w de alien invasion. Plus
the deals you can get we'll be set for life. Did you see how
the Digger Twins got that contract for Revlon and Mystery Man
is doing the commercials for Janeson's and

Thr oughout this, The Tyromancer
grows bored, closes his book
heavily - dust billows fromit.
Putting it into his backpack, he
retrieves a smaller bag of black
velvet. He holds this close to his
chest, closes his eyes in
concentration

TONEBOY ( Conti nued)
And anyway can you believe that Psion and Focus are both
judging this series. | mean, Psion and Focus are the cool est
| can't believe I'Il get to neet them Huh. Hey, should we be
practicing or something | mean it's going to be a tough
conpetition and with Psion especially he's so into teamwrk.
| was reading the article about himin GQ and he said that
teamwork is the core of the apple - without it there is no
fruit. Deep.

STEEL
You talk a | ot.
BRI GHTSTAR
That was | ess clever and nore, well. Qovious.

The Tyromancer has pulled out a
huge chunk of gorgonzol a cheese,
heavily veined with nold and
smelly. He examines it intently.
Then breaks into |aughter. The
other three all stare at him

THE TYROVANCER
Sorry. Sorry, was just curious to know how he would deal with
an actual alien invasion.

He | aughs nore.

BRI GHTSTAR
The future?

THE TYROVANCER
Yeah.



STEEL

St eel hungry.

BRI GHTSTAR
Cheese?

THE TYROVANCER
Vell. Yes.

TONEBOY
God that snells. Snells like ny Aunt Rosie's socks after
she's been wal ki ng up and down the Boardwal k all day on a hot
sunmer . . . hey just what to you nmean how he would deal wth
an actual alien invasion. Wo's "he?" M?

THE TYROVANCER
Yes. Never mind. It's not something you really want to know
about .

BRI GHTSTAR
Cheese?

A | oud expl osion from of f-stage and
t hen.

VOCE (V.Q)
Audi tion Team Green Beta, report to the auditorium Geen
beta to the auditorium

Al'l four look at their slips.

BRI GHTSTAR
Cheese?

THE TYROVANCER
Cheese. Yes. It's called tyromancy and |I'm The Tyromancer so
it stands to reason.

BRI GHTSTAR
Cheese?

THE TYROVANCER
Look, it's got a long history, ok. R ght back to Philandius
of Crete and through the M ddl e Ages and they say that John
Dee used it and respected Al chem sts everywhere understand
t he power of -

BRI GHTSTAR
Cheese.

THE TYROVANCER
Yes. Yes, ok. Yes. The power of cheese. Sounds silly doesn't
but



He cl oses his eyes in
concentration, his |ips whisper a
silent invocation and he breaks
open the cheese then opens his eyes
and stares at the nold.

THE TYROVANCER ( Cont i nued)
Ahh, you are here . . . because of your . . . nother. Your
nother . . . Ravenw ng!

BRI GHTSTAR
So what, easy enough to figure-

TONEBOY
Chm god your nomis Ravenwi ng she's ny absolutely favorite
ever and she's your nmom ohm god can you get me an aut ographed
picture of her I would she's so smart and beautiful and Iike
an angel when she flies | can't believe--

THE TYROVANCER
And | see . . . here .

He traces a vein of nmold with his
finger.

THE TYROVANCER ( Cont i nued)
She told you, when you were six, a birthday party . . . she'd
been drinking a little too much hadn't she and she announced
in front of all your friends and their parents that--

BRI GHTSTAR
Enough. Ok. Just. Drop it.

STEEL
That ain't the future. Thought you told the future.

TONEBOY
| mean, Ravenw ng was just about, no, is just about the
perfectest anmong us and | can't believe it took those idiots
at the JLA all this time to put her in charge but now that
she is-

BRI GHTSTAR
She's just about insufferable is what she is and that's
before the vodka. Bitch is what she is after

THE TYROVANCER
Can do past too. As well as look into the hearts of your
enem es and sense their plans.

STEEL
That's good. Plus snacks. Steel |ike cheesy snacks.



TONEBOY
Vodka? Bitch. No. Don't believe it. You're just jealous I
bet .

BrightStar begins to slide her
gl asses down her face.

BRI GHTSTAR
Caref ul when tal ki ng about things you don't understand, boy.
STEEL
Ch, Steel get it. BrightStar. The gl asses. You going to fry
hi n? Li ke what's his name from Xnen . . . Cycl ops.
BRI GHTSTAR

No. Not l|ike Cyclops. An entirely different nechanism
Entirely different physics.

STEEL
But still, frying things right?

BRI GHTSTAR
It's not frying, the physics of it are .

She trails off as the three nen
| ook at her. Silence.

BRI GHTSTAR ( Cont i nued)
Yeah.

STEEL
Better wait till after the audition though, audition teans
have to be four

BrightStar raises her glasses.

BRI GHTSTAR
Wasn't, wouldn't. Not really.

Pause. From off stage the sound of
crashing and ray-guns. The
Tyromancer puts his cheese away.

THE TYROVANCER
Hey, sorry about that. Just got carried away. Tends to happen
when people nmake fun of . . . you know

BRI GHTSTAR
The power of cheese.

THE TYROVANCER
Yeah.

They | augh. He extends his hand.



THE TYROVANCER ( Cont i nued)
Actual ly, 1'm Ted.

BRI GHTSTAR
Br enda.

The shake hands.

STEEL
Alliteration. They call it. Remenber Steel's old boss, The
Ni ght Lantern, used to say.

THE TYROVANCER
Huh?

STEEL
Narmes. Ted, Tyromancer. Brenda, BrightStar. Kid, what's your
name.

TONEBOY
ToneBoy.

STEEL
Nahh, kid. Your given nane.

TONEBOY
Ch. | don't like to tell people that.

STEEL
Does it begin with a T.

TONEBOY
Ch, hey yeah. It does.

STEEL
See. Alliteration.

BRI GHTSTAR
So, what's yours?

STEEL

Adam

THE TYROVANCER
And your hero name is Steel

STEEL
Yep.

Long pause.

TONEBOY
But that doesn't-



STEEL
Ch. Right. Steel think that's why N ght Lantern never |iked
St eel .

VO CE (V. Q)
Audi ti on Team G een Gammma, report to the auditorium G een
ganma to the auditorium

They all look at their tickets.
Bright Star stands and stretches.
The other three try very hard not
to watch her.

BRI GHTSTAR
God | just want to get this over and done with. So, we know
' m here because of unresolved issues with my superhero
not her and fanboy over there wants to neet and inpress his
heroes and get a sweet advertising contract-

TONEBOY
And do good and fight injustice.

BRI GHTSTAR
Sure kid, that too. So why are you here Ted? Steel ?

THE TYROVANCER
Ch, well . . . fame, fortune, adoring fans. The usual
guess.

BRI GHTSTAR
Uh- huh. And | don't believe you.

STEEL
Got fired you know. For hitting Night Lantern at the end of
t he m ssion.

TONEBOY
Ni ght Lantern, |'ve heard of him Wat outfit did you work
for?

STEEL
The Pittsburgh franchi se of Superheroes Now

BRI GHTSTAR
| renmenber reading somet hing about a rogue black hole and .
oh. You're that Steel.

STEEL

Yeah. N ght Lantern, he told everyone it was Steel's fault
that Falcon Grl died that day. Steel wasn't able to match
Ni ght Lantern's rhetoric so Steel hit him Steel . . . Steel
| oved Falcon Grl and felt her last breath on Steel's cheek
as her broken body bled out all over Steel. She didn't |ove
Steel but was good to him nice to himand it was all N ght
Lantern's fault.



St eel beconmes so over come with
enotion--not quite anger and not
quite regret--that he punches a
fist through the wall.

After a nonent Steel sits back
down.

STEEL (Conti nued)
Her | ast words were "oh Frenchy it's tine to do the folding.
Cherry tree, cherry tree." Steel never know what she neant.

Si | ence underscored by cheery

Muzak.
THE TYROVANCER
| could .
He begins to break out the cheese.
THE TYROVANCER ( Cont i nued)
Try to find out. What she neant. If . . . you. Want.

Pause.

STEEL
Steel not sure. Maybe nystery left is better

THE TYROVANCER
Yeah. Maybe.

BrightStar puts a hand on Steel's
shoul der. Toneboy is subdued.

TONEBOY
| remenber when ny Gan' py passed away. And that was not hi ng
like . . . hey.

Toneboy regains a bit of his
ebul I i ence.

TONEBOY ( Conti nued)
If we win this we can show N ght Lantern a thing or two,
right? Maybe tell the world what really happened and cl ear
your nane.

From of f stage, the scream of the
superhero Killer Bat echoes | oud
and disturbing in the air. Then an
expl osion and nuffled cries of
pai n.

BRI GHTSTAR
The boy has a point.



STEEL
Steel just want a job, chance to do things for good. That
woul d be enough.

BRI GHTSTAR
Yeah.
VO CE (V. Q)
Er . . . Tenporal Cean Up Squad pl ease report to the

auditoriumfive mnutes ago. Tenporal Cl ean Up Squad to the
auditoriumfive mnutes ago pl ease.

Time skips its tracks slightly.
BrightStar returns to sit next to
The Tyromancer.

VO CE (Conti nued)
Audi ti on Team Yel | ow Al pha, report to the auditorium Yell ow
Al pha to the auditorium

They all look at their tickets.

TONEBOY
Finally in the yellows, yeah. Cool

He begi ns doi ng push-ups and
jumpi ng jacks, "shaking it out" and
I

i mbering up.
TONEBOY ( Conti nued)
Wonder what they'll throw at us. | know | ast year the
audition teanms went up against a lot of killer robots and
dark creatures of Cthullu do you think it"ll be the sane or

different this year |'mpretty sure | can take out the robots
pretty easy cause they stay on the same frequences but the
Cthul lu creatures have that dinensional instability thing
going and it nakes it hard to | ook onto a tone that'll do
seri ous danmage.

THE TYROVANCER

It's a girl actually. A woman. Anot her superhero. She |oves
this showand | . . . | figured if | could get on

BRI GHTSTAR
Ahh.

TONEBOY

| figure maybe | coul d define some sonic shapes to keep 'em
fromfully transfiguring and then maybe Steel could hit 'em
or BrightStar could flash 'em

BRI GHTSTAR
Not that it matters any, but | don't think it's a silly
reason to do this. Better than m ne.



THE TYROVANCER
She's a Sycomancer.

BRI GHTSTAR
A what ?

THE TYROVANCER
Sycomancer. S. Y. C O - mancer

The Tyromancer takes out his
cheese.

STEEL
What's that?

THE TYROVANCER

Fi gs.
BRI GHTSTAR
Fi gs?
THE TYROVANCER
Fi gs.
STEEL
Steel like figs. What does she do with figs?
TONEBOY
What could you do with figs. | nean, in a superhero way?

Long pause.

THE TYROVANCER
Li ke what | do with . . .just, but . . . with figs.

Brightstar |aughs.

BRI GHTSTAR
Vel |, between the two of you you can have a nice little
pi cnic and save the world at the sane tinmne.

STEEL
Alliteration?

THE TYROVANCER
Yeah. Susie. Susie the Syconmancer.

VO CE (O S.)
Audi tion Team Yel | ow Beta, report to the auditorium Yell ow
Beta to the auditorium

They all look at their slips. Then
The Tyromancer breaks off a snall
bit of cheese and gives one to each
of the ot her superheroes.



TONEBOY
It snell s!

THE TYROVANCER
Eat it nowand I'Il be able to send ny thoughts to you during
the battle as | foretell their strategy.

TONEBOY
Can't you use a regular cheese, something good |ike American
or Vel veet a.

THE TYROVANCER
No. Has to have nold, although | can use the holes in Sw ss
as a last resort but they don't work as well.

Pause
THE TYROVANCER ( Conti nued)
And Vel veet a.
Shudder .
THE TYROVANCER ( Conti nued)
Processed cheese loaf . . . is not cheese.

TONEBOY
Gk ok, no need to get all angry.

He pops the cheese into his nouth,
gri maces and swal |l ows. Then .

TONEBOY ( Conti nued)
Hey, that doesn't taste half bad. Better'n it snells anyway.

BRI GHTSTAR
That's a funny superpower you got there Tyro. The power of
cheese.

THE TYROVANCER
Yeah. But it'll save your butt out there in the audition
mat ch, bright eyes.

Sonet hi ng passes between the four

of them and they suddenly seemto
be a team From offstage the sound
of wind, rain and energy weapons. A
deep and alien cry of pain.

TONEBOY
Sounds like Cthullu creature for sure.

VO CE (O S.)
Audi ti on Team Yel | ow Ganma, report to the auditorium Yell ow
Gamma to the auditorium



St eel stands.

STEEL
When we win, can we call ourselves Team Fal con?

Pause.

BRI GHTSTAR
Sure Steel.

THE TYROVANCER
That's a good nane.

TONEBOY
Hey, yeah. | like that.

BRI GHTSTAR
Ready?

STEEL
Ready.

TONEBOY
Check.

THE TYROVANCER
Yeah.

TONEBOY
Lets do it!!

The Team drop their slips and nove
of fstage with power and
anticipation. As the lights begin
to fade, The Tyromancer scurries
into the roomand retrieves his
forgotten backpack. Puts it on over
hi s costume and runs back out.

Lights out. The sound of a furious
battl e underscored by Mizak.



